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The best way to enjoy Rousay, Egilsay
and Wyre is to keep to the paths in this
leaflet. 

The paths will take you to the most
interesting places on the island and allow
you to enjoy exploring while local folk
get on with farming.

When you are out and about on
the islands please remember:
• Keep dogs under close control at all

times.

• Avoid disturbing livestock or damaging
crops.

• Leave gates as you found them

• Do not pick wild plants or disturb
wildlife.

• Take your litter home with you.

• Do not block gateways or access
tracks.

For your safety:
We want you to enjoy your visit to
Rousay, Egilsay and Wyre so please
follow these simple guidelines:

• Cliffs can be dangerous

• Be careful at all times near the cliffs
and make sure children and dogs are
closely supervised.

• Avoid cliff walks in very windy or foggy
conditions.

• Be aware of the tides.

• Bonxies and terns will protect their
nests.

The weather:
Weather in Orkney can be unpredictable
and can change very quickly.

• Always be prepared and take warm
and waterproof clothing.

Paths not pavements:
• The walks go over rough ground, so

wear sturdy footwear.

Getting to Rousay:

Daily ferry service to Rousay, Egilsay and
Wyre from Tingwall operated by Orkney
Ferries

tel: (01856) 751360
web: www.orkneyferries.co.uk

Further Info:

Accommodation and travel information
contact VisitOrkney, The Travel Centre,
West Castle St, Kirkwall, KW15 1GU

tel: (01856) 872856
web: www.visitorkney.com
or www.visitrousay.co.uk

Island nicknames rhymes by the late George Scott
courtesy of Mrs N. E. Bain (Scott).

Maps based upon the Ordnance Survey mapping with
the permission of the controller of Her Majesty’s
Stationary Office © Crown Copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes crown copyright and may lead
to prosecution. OIC LA08722X.

Photo credits:  SNH, RSPB, K4 Graphics.

Design by K4 Graphics - info@k4graphics.com

Guidance for walkersGiants . . . burial chambers . . .
and The Martyrdom of St Magnus . . . 

Cubbie Roo’s castle is
the focal point of this
tiny island. This castle
was a stone built,
fortified tower, built
by the  powerful
Viking chieftain
Kolbein Hruga.  It
dates from the mid

12th century and is the oldest
documented square keep castle in
Scotland. The name Cubbie Roo refers
to a giant in Orkney folklore who tried
to build bridges between the islands.
No-one is quite sure why the castle is
named after him, unless the large size
and presence of Hruga allowed him to
become confused with the giant of lore.

Near by is the well preserved St Mary’s
Chapel which was founded either by
Kolbein or his son Bjarni Kolbeinson
who was the Bishop of Orkney.

The western end
of the island,
called the Taing, is
a good place for
viewing grey and
common seals.
They haul out on
the rocks around
the shore and on the Wyre Skerries.

Look out for arctic
skuas, arctic terns and
black guillemots while
exploring Wyre.

Walking on Egilsay it is
easy to enjoy the
wildlife and wild flowers
– they are all around
you! Orchids, ragged
robin and lady’s smock
are just a few of the
flowers that cover the
island in the summer. The
wetland areas are noisy
with the calls of lapwing,
curlew and the strange
‘drumming’ of snipe. The
RSPB manage their Egilsay
reserve to try and increase the
number of breeding corncrakes on
the island. This bird is hard to see but
you may hear the males calling –
though only if you stay overnight, they
usually sing in the darkest hours!

This small island
is well known
through the
Orkneyinga Saga,
which tells the story
of how in 1116 Earl

Magnus met his cousin Earl Hakon on
Egilsay to discuss peace terms.
However, Hakon had other ideas and he
had Magnus murdered. 
After his death a church was built in his
memory and it is a good example of the
distinctive Viking round-towered
churches. In 1938 a cenotaph was erected
to mark the site of Magnus’s murder.
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Sacquoy Head

Upper Avelshay Walk

Trumland Nature Reserve

Knowe of Hunclett

Knowe of Yarso

The Burn Path

Muckle Water

Midhowe Heritage Walk

Egilsay Walks

Walking On Wyre 

Innister Path

Loomachun Walk

Faraclett Head
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On the open landscape of Quendale and
Brings you can see relics of traditional crofting
– turf dykes, runrig (strip farming) and ruined
crofts.

The history of Egilsay and Wyre are brought
to vivid life in the Orkneyinga Saga. This
famous Icelandic Saga paints a vivid picture of
battles, murders and political intrigue taking
place in Orkney in Norse times. The most
famous event in the Saga, the murder of Earl

Magnus, happens on Egilsay and the church on
the island was built in his honour. The Saga
also mentions a powerful Viking chieftain who
settled on Wyre and built himself a fortified
stronghold there called Cubbie Roo’s Castle in
about 1145.
In contrast to Rousay, the two smaller islands
are low lying and mostly farmed. Egilsay has
rich wetland habitat full of wild flowers and
the calls of breeding waders such as redshank
and curlew. Wyre is very popular with seals
and they can
often be seen
hauled out on the
skerries as you
pass the island on
the boat. 

You can say what you like, I don’t care
For I’m a beautiful Rousay mare.

Rousay, the largest of the islands, is
very hilly with distinctive glacial
terracing and large expanses of wild,
open moorland. Arctic terns and arctic
skuas nest on the coastal heath; hen
harriers breed on the moorland  and
red throated divers inhabit remote
moorland lochans. 

Rousay has a rich and varied
archaeological history. Travelling along
the west road from the pier you can
visit four well preserved burial cairns
and the stunning Midhowe Broch. The
Quendale and Westness area of Rousay
is the only place in Orkney to have
suffered a major clearance. 210 people
were evicted from their crofts in the
mid C19 by George William Traill as
part of his modernisation of the
Westness Estate. 

From the stone age to the present day
the sea has brought settlers and visitors
to the islands of Rousay, Egilsay and
Wyre. With 166 sites of archaeological
interest and an important crofting
history, the three islands provide a rich
and rewarding spectrum of man’s
settlement in the area. 
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Midhowe Broch in Westside.

Arctic Tern
feeding chick

The Taing of Wyre

Black G
uillem

ot

Ragged Robin

Egilsay Walks
Two easy walks from the pier: St Magnus Church and Cenotaph – 2.3 km (return)
RSPB Reserve – 3.7 km (return)
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Walking on Wyre
Two easy walks from the pier: Cubbie Roo’s Castle – 2.4 km (return)
& Cavit – 4.2 km (return) 13
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